
-

Small BoatsSmall BoatsSmall Boats
WoodenBoat Magazine’s 2010

FEATURES

	 5	 Editor’s	Page	 Matthew	P.	Murphy

	 7	 Going	Down	the	Road
	 	 A	guide	to	trailer	safety	 Greg	Rössel

	 17	 The	Chebacco	Boats
	 	 A	trio	of	options	 Dan	Segal

	 20	 The	Newfound	Rangeley
	 	 A	strip-planked	rowboat	for	sport		 	
	 	 and	recreation	 Susan	Van	Leuven

	 25	 The	Kingfisher	Power	Dory
	 	 A	self-bailing	power	dory	 John	Eichelsheim

	 28	 The	Beachcomber-Alpha	Dory
	 	 A	classic	racer	from		 	
	 	 Marblehead,	Massachusetts	 Tom	Jackson

	 32	 Black	Skimmer
	 	 A	Phil	Bolger	sharpie	 Mike	O’Brien

	 36	 Katie
	 	 Harry	Bryan’s	20'	cruiser	 Maynard	Bray

	 40	 The	Albury	Runabout
	 	 A	magic	carpet	for	the	water	 Maynard	Bray

	 44	 DN	60	Iceboat
	 	 “A	tinkerer’s	dream”	 George	Jepson

	 47	 North	Star	Kayak
	 	 A	modern	take	on	an		 	
	 	 ancient	design	 Darin	Carlucci

	 50	 Gray	Seal
	 	 A	Norse	spirit	in	modern		 	
	 	 wooden	construction	 Geoff	Kerr

	 54	 The	Ladybug	Pram
	 	 It’s	a	wheelbarrow,	and		 	
	 	 it’s	a	boat	 Matthew	P.	Murphy

	 58	 Zimmer	Utility	Launch
	 	 Sleek—and	silent	 George	Jepson

	 62	 Coquina
	 	 A	classic	yacht	in	a	small	package	 Tom	Jackson

	 66	 The	Penguin	Class
	 	 A	family-friendly	racing	dinghy	 Chris	Museler

	 70	 Drake
	 	 A	faering	for	today’s	oarsman	 Tom	Jackson

	 74	 The	AF4
	 	 A	weekend	cruiser	from	
	 	 Jim	Michalak	 Rob	Rohde-Szudy

	 78	 The	Delaware	Ducker
	 	 A	blue-collar	performance	boat	 Ben	Fuller

	 82	 Kingfisher	and	Kookaburra
	 	 These	birds	can	fly	 Karen	Wales

	 86	 The	Columbia	and	Catspaw	Dinghies
	 	 One	original,	one	adaptation—
	 	 and	both	classics	 Tom	Jackson

	 90	 The	Haven	121⁄2-footer
	 	 A	trailerable	classic	 Rich	Hilsinger

	 94	 The	Morris	17'	Model	A
	 	 The	height	of	romance	in	the
	 	 wood-and-canvas	canoe	 Donnie	Mullen

	 98	 Swallow	Boats’	SeaRaider
	 	 A	purpose-designed	raid	boat	 Kathy	Mansfield

	 102	 Biscayne	Bay	14
	 	 Genius	on	a	small	scale	 Jim	Austin

AUTHORS

Jim	 Austin	 (Biscayne	 Bay	 14,	 page	 102)	 is	 a	 boat-
builder	who	lives	with	his	wife,	Darcy,	in	the	Pemaquid	
region	of	Maine.

Maynard	 Bray	 (Katie,	 page	 36;	 Albury	 Runabout,	
page	40)	is	WoodenBoat’s	technical	editor.

Darin	 Carlucci	 (North	 Star	 Kayak,	 page	 47),	 a	
boatbuilding	instructor	at	the	Carpenter’s	Boat	Shop,	
lives	in	Pemaquid,	Maine,	with	his	wife,	Serafina.	

John	Eichelsheim	(Kingfisher	Power	Dory,	page	25)	
lives	in	Auckland,	New	Zealand,	where	he	has	worked	
as	 an	 outdoor,	 marine,	 and	 travel	 writer	 and	 editor	
for	20	years.	Most	 recently,	he	has	been	working	as	a	
freelancer	and	on	several	book	projects.	

Ben	Fuller	(Delaware	Ducker,	page	78),	curator	of	the	
Penobscot	 Marine	 Museum	 in	 Searsport,	 Maine,	 has	
been	messing	around	in	small	boats	for	a	long	time.	He	
is	a	Master	Maine	Sea	Kayak	Guide,	open	water	kayak	
instructor,	and	is	still	learning.	

Rich	 Hilsinger	 (Haven	 121⁄2-footer,	 page	 90)	 is	 the	
director	of	WoodenBoat	School	in	Brooklin,	Maine.

Tom	 Jackson	 (Beachcomber-Alpha	 Dory,	 page	
28;	Coquina,	page	62;	Drake,	page	70;	and	Columbia	
and	Catspaw	dinghies,	page	86)	is	WoodenBoat’s	senior	
editor.	

George	 Jepson	 (DN	 60	 Iceboat,	 page	 44;	 and	
Zimmer	Utility	Launch,	page	58)	is	a	writer,	editor,	and	
avid	sailor	who	lives	in	Kalamazoo,	Michigan,	and	sails	
his	wooden	ketch	on	the	Great	Lakes.	

Geoff	 Kerr	 (Gray	 Seal,	 page	 50)	 is	 the	 proprietor	
of	 Two	 Daughters	 Boatworks	 in	 Westford,	 Vermont,	
and	 teaches	 boatbuilding	 at	 WoodenBoat	 School	 in	
Brooklin,	Maine.	

Kathy	 Mansfield	 (Swallow	 Boats’	 SeaRaider,	 page	
98)	originally	from	Massachusetts,	is	a	freelance	writer	
and	photographer	now	living	in	Oxfordshire,	England.	
She	is	a	frequent	contributor	to	WoodenBoat.	

Donnie	 Mullen	 (Morris	 17'	 Model	 A,	 page	 94)	 is	 a	
freelance	 writer	 and	 photographer	 who	 lives	 with	 his	
wife,	Erin,	in	Hope,	Maine.	

Matthew	 P.	 Murphy	 (Editor’s	 Page,	 page	 5;	 and	
Ladybug	Pram,	page	54)	is	WoodenBoat’s	editor.

Chris	 Museler	 (The	 Penguin	 Class,	 page	 66)	 of	
Portsmouth,	 Rhode	 Island,	 is	 a	 yachting	 writer	 for	
The	New	York	Times	and	writes	about	yacht	racing	and	
restoration	 for	 a	 variety	 of	 marine	 magazines.	 In	
addition	to	dinghy	racing,	he	cruises	each	summer	with	
his	family	in	a	Kettenburg	Pacific	Cruising	Class	sloop.	

Mike	 O’Brien	 (Black	 Skimmer,	 page	 32),	 an	
experienced	 oarsman,	 sailor,	 and	 kayak	 instructor,	 is	
the	boat	design	editor	 for	WoodenBoat.	He	also	writes	
and	publishes	Boat	Design	Quarterly.

Rob	 Rohde-Szudy	 (AF4,	 page	 74)	 developed	 his	
interest	 in	 boats	 in	 the	 early	 1990s	 and	 then	 started	
reading	 everything	 he	 could	 find	 on	 the	 topic.	 The	
year	2000	 saw	 the	birth	of	his	first	 child	and	his	first	
boat—a	 home-built	 Michalak	 Piccup	 Pram.	 Since	
2005,	Rob	has	been	a	monthly	columnist	for	Duckworks,	
www.duckworksmagazine.com.

Greg	Rössel	(Going	Down	the	Road,	page	7)	builds	
boats	 in	 Troy,	 Maine,	 and	 is	 a	 longtime	 teacher	 at	
WoodenBoat	School	in	Brooklin,	Maine.		

Dan	 Segal	 (Chebacco	 Boats,	 page	 17)	 is	 a	 former	
managing	editor	for	Small	Boat	Journal	and	of	The	Yacht	
magazine.	

Susan	Van	Leuven	(Newfound	Rangeley,	page	20),
a	 wildlife	 biologist	 who	 lives	 near	 Battle	 Ground,	
Washington,	 has	 explored	 rivers	 by	 canoe	 since	 her	
youth.	 An	 experienced	 canoe	 builder,	 she	 is	 also	 the	
author	of	 Illustrated	Guide	 to	Wood	Strip	Canoe	Building	
(Schiffer	Publishing,	1998).

Karen	Wales	(Kingfisher	and	Koobaburra,	page	82)	
is	WoodenBoat’s	associate	editor.
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Eggemoggin	Reach	off	
WoodenBoat	in	Brooklin,	
Maine,	is	a	good	place	to	

see	a	wide	variety	of	small	
boats	of	the	kind	

described	in	these	pages,	
including	an	Albury	

Runabout	(page	40),	a	
North	Star	Kayak	(page	

47),	and	a	Haven	121⁄2	
(page	90).		
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