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THE FEATURES

8 The West Pointer 18
From workboat roots, 
a solid recreational boat David D. Platt

12 Fiddlehead
A solo canoe for double 
paddle Matthew P. Murphy

16 Endeavour 17
A kayak for just about 
everybody Matthew P. Murphy

20 Coho 17
An elegant and able 
home-built kayak Chris Cunningham

24 The Annapolis Wherry
Quick to build, fast to row Mike O’Brien

28 ZEPHYR
Nostalgia with ten coats
of varnish John C. Harris

32 The Flatfish
An inspired daysailer Joe Youcha

36 The Christmas Wherry
A Maine example of a 
traditional design Stephen Rappaport

40 The WindSprite 26
An easy-to-build, multichined hull
for performance daysailing Tom Jackson

44 Blackbird
A striking outboard cruiser Dennis Caprio

48 The Ness Yawl
A thoroughbred’s blend of 
ability and beauty Kathy Mansfield

52 The Tolman Skiff
A boat for all seasons Paul Lazarus

56 PETITELISA
A simple girl Jean-Yves Poirier

60 Skylark
A beautiful and practical daysailer Greg Rössel

64 The Macomber 15
A fast and heavy skiff from
Westport, Massachusetts Matthew P. Murphy

68 Stir Ven
A good sense of balance Jean-Yves Poirier

72 Boothbay Harbor One-Design
A fast and wholesome 
racer-daysailer Maynard Bray

76 RASCAL
A playful runabout Dennis Caprio

80 The Norwalk Islands 26
Fast, shoal-draft, and self-righting Mike O’Brien

84 The Gloucester Light Dory
A classic design for plywood 
construction Tom Jackson

88 The Norseboat
A Cadillac of a camp-cruiser Geoff Kerr

92 The Ben Garveys
Simple boats for work or play Mike O’Brien

96 ELF
A small cruiser for going just 
about anywhere Tom Jackson

100 The Sailing Skiff 15
A simple, striking,
affordable boat Mike O’Brien

104 The Lake Oswego Boat
A small lapstrake gem Tom Jackson
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Mike O’Brien (The Annapolis Wherry, page 24;
The Norwalk Islands 26, page 80; The Ben Garveys,
page 92; The Sailing Skiff 15, page 100) is
WoodenBoat’s senior editor. In his “spare” time, he
writes and publishes Boat Design Quarterly. He also
teaches kayaking skills at WoodenBoat School.
David D. Platt (The West Pointer 18, page 8) is
editor of Working Waterfront, the monthly newspa-
per published by the Island Institute in Rockland,
Maine. He is also a frequent contributor to
WoodenBoat. 
Jean-Yves Poirier (Stir Ven, page 68; PETITELISA,
page 56) is a freelance marine writer working in
France. He is a frequent contributor to WoodenBoat’s
sister publication, Professional Boatbuilder.
Stephen Rappaport (The Christmas Wherry, page
36) is a freelance writer specializing in marine top-
ics. A regular contributor to WoodenBoat, he lives in
East Blue Hill, Maine.
Greg Rössel (Skylark, page 60) is a contributing
editor for WoodenBoat magazine and is a popular
and long-time instructor at WoodenBoat School.
He runs a boatshop in Troy, Maine, and hosts a radio
program, World of Music, from the community
radio station WERU in Orland, Maine. 
Joe Youcha (The Flatfish, page 32) is executive
director of the Alexandria (Virginia) Seaport Foun-
dation, an organization dedicated to the building
and use of wooden boats as a means to change the
lives of at-risk youth. The foundation also serves
the wider community.

THE AUTHORS

Maynard Bray (The Boothbay Harbor One-Design,
page 72), a longtime contributor to WoodenBoat,
serves as the magazine’s technical editor. He has
also written and contributed to several books on the
topic of wooden boats; most recently, he collabo-
rated with Tom Jackson on Worthy of the Sea: K. Aage
Nielsen and His Legacy of Yacht Design (Tilbury House,
Gardiner, Maine).
Dennis Caprio, (Blackbird, page 44; RASCAL, page
76), former editor of Small Boat Journal, now writes
about boats for several publications.
Chris Cunningham, (Coho 17, page 20), an expe-
rienced kayaker and sailor, is the editor of Sea Kayaker
magazine.
John C. Harris, (ZEPHYR, page 28) owns and oper-
ates Chesapeake Light Craft, LLC, a company spe-
cializing in boat kits. When not answering e-mail he
designs and builds CLC’s kit offerings and teaches
classes in boatbuilding.
Tom Jackson (The WindSprite 26, page 40; The
Gloucester Light Dory, page 84; ELF, page 96; 
The Lake Oswego Boat, page 104) is WoodenBoat’s
associate editor. He is also author, with Maynard
Bray, of the recently published Worthy of the Sea: K.
Aage Nielsen and His Legacy of Yacht Design.
Geoff Kerr (The Norseboat, page 88), a former
Coast Guard officer, is proprietor of Two Daughters
Boat Works in Westford, Vermont. He specializes in
the construction of the Iain Oughtred-designed
Caledonia Yawl, for which he wrote a how-to-build
series in WoodenBoat magazine in 2005.
Paul Lazarus (The Tolman Skiff, page 52) is the
editor of WoodenBoat’s sister publication, Professional
BoatBuilder magazine. When not immersed in his
publishing duties, he can be found in his utility skiff,
which he trailers from Alna, Maine.
Kathy Mansfield (The Ness Yawl, page 48), orig-
inally from Massachusetts, is a freelance writer and
photographer now living in Oxfordshire, England.
She is a frequent contributor to WoodenBoat. 
Matthew P. Murphy (Fiddlehead, page 12;
Endeavour 17, page 16; The Macomber 15, page 64)
is editor of WoodenBoat magazine. He is also author
of the recently published book Glass Plates & Wooden
Boats: The yachting photography of Willard B. Jackson at
Marblehead, 1898–1937 (Commonwealth Editions,
Beverly, Massachusetts)
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Cover: The world of
small boats is, above all, 

a world rich in variety.
From left, a Gloucester

Light Dory, a Skylark 
daysailer, and a Blackbird

outboard cruiser share 
a beach and a pleasant

afternoon not far 
from WoodenBoat.

Photograph by
Benjamin Mendlowitz
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